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1. It would sppear that the Soviet authqrities were anxious to keep Western
shipping out of + d the sea area off Novaya ZemlyaTslend
The reason which was given by the’ 25X1
Soviets was the danger of floating mines.
2. :
b
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25X1
3. approximately 160 miles
west of the Yugqi-‘kkiy Strait, a Soviet destroyer approsched the ship )
to within sbout 20 yards; her guns appeared to be fully manned. The
destroyer, which seemed a very modern ship, had a single oval shaped
funnel, with the top highei.at the front than the back, placed Just
. aft of the bridge. It was sbout 320 feet long, had a pronounced
A'f’" b sheer forwar \ There was oune" short, 25X1
e stump mast with yeardarms between the funnel and the bridge, which
was situated slightly forward of amidships. There were two gun mounts
in the forward part of the ship, each consisting of s single gun
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mounted in a gun shield, and an sntiaircraft gun fitted onto a revolving

base aft. No torpedo tubes or mine launching equipment was observed.

Well up the mast there was an antenna in the form of a cage about three

feet square. There were also two thin rodsy resembling car radio aerials,

one on the bridge and the other aft, above the antlailrcraft gun. The

ship was painted medium'grey. It was flying a red flag with two small -
emblems in the middle, not hammer and sickle, and asppeared to be ready

for action. A number of the crew were on deck. The destroyer ordered

the Western ship to steer in a southwesterly direction, "because of the
denger of floating mines.” :
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